[image: image1.jpg]UNIVERSITY OF

Southampton




Learn with US
Should the Militarisation of Space Continue?

Think-tank Briefing Sheet

On this day, you are members of the University of Southampton’s Centre for Global Improvement. This is an independent think-tank dedicated to providing excellent research-based, multidisciplinary guidance to the world’s governments on a wide range of international affairs.

The issue the think-tank will be addressing is the militarisation of space. As the research-based lecture will show, the militarisation of space is a growing trend. The group must consider the extent to which this militarisation is necessary for the safety and security of nations, or whether in reality it further destabilises global peace. 

The think-tank will consist of two groups, both of which will address the question ‘should the militarisation of space continue?’. One group will argue for the motion and the other against. The two arguments of the think-tank must be explained in formal presentations lasting 10 minutes each, which will be followed by a Q&A session. It is the decision of the groups as to how many participants are involved in the final presentations, and whether the method of delivery is a PowerPoint, flash card or poster presentation.

Each case should consider both sides of the argument before reaching a firm conclusion. The conclusion should clearly explain the rationale behind the argument offered, and set out recommendations for how governments should proceed, whether that be for the continuation or cessation of the militarisation of space.

The think-tank is welcome to analyse the argument from any angle, as long as the final presentations are a mix of disciplines and input.

Examples of possible approaches within the think-tank:

Politics –international laws and the role of the UN, the input of citizens in space policy

International Relations – realism vs liberalism, unipolar, bipolar and multipolar arguments for security, the role of the UN, EU, NATO etc.
Law – international law and human rights

Philosophy, Theology – the ethical issues surrounding the militarisation of space

History – the Cold War and the space race, arms races and their consequences

Mathematics, Astrophysics – the implications of space debris for space traffic
Physics, Chemistry, Computer Science – assessment of the effectiveness of space weaponry 
Engineering Sciences – the development of space vehicles
Economics – the cost implications, budget analysis of expenditure

English Literature, Film – the representation of space and weapons in popular culture
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